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Non-Profit Has Spayed 40% of Kathmandu’s Street Dogs

The KAT Centre in Kathmandu, Nepal reports that street dogs are now healthier and have less skin disease, and people are kinder to dogs

(KATHMANDU, NEPAL, 27 February, 2011) — The Kathmandu Animal Treatment Centre (KAT Centre) has released a report on the city-wide survey of the street dog population of Kathmandu, Nepal. The KAT Centre and the government of Nepal conducted the survey on all dogs living on the streets in the urban area of Kathmandu, Nepal in September 2010. 

The results demonstrate that since the previous survey was conducted in 2006, the number of street dogs in urban Kathmandu decreased from around 31 000 to approximately 22 500. The percent of female dogs with notched ears, indicating they were sterilized by KAT, increased from 15% to 40%. As a result, the dog population is expected to decline significantly in the next generation. 

In an attempt to control the street dog population, the city government formerly poisoned around 10 000 street dogs every year with strychnine, which puts dogs into violent seizures for hours before they die. The strychnine is a danger to children and people’s pets, and the dog carcasses pollute the rivers. The government has agreed not to continue this inhumane practice in the areas where the KAT Centre is working. 

The KAT Centre has conducted its Animal Birth Control (ABC) program, which consists of humanely catching female street dogs, spaying them, and vaccinating them for rabies, in most of the city of Kathmandu. However, the organization has not yet brought the program to the adjacent city of Patan. The survey found that on average, people in Kathmandu treat street dogs more kindly than in Patan. Furthermore, where KAT operates, 29% of the dogs were unhealthy compared to 59% in Patan, and only 19% had skin disease (such as mange) while 82% had skin disease in Patan. 

The KAT Centre is continuing its Animal Birth Control program, which has a target of sterilizing 75% of the dogs in urban Kathmandu by 2015. The survey results show that this is achievable, provided KAT receives the donations it relies on to support ABC and its other animal welfare programs. The Centre’s goal is to create a healthy, rabies-free, stable street dog population throughout the Kathmandu area. 

The Kathmandu Animal Treatment Centre (KAT Centre) is a non-profit registered charitable organization that is using humane methods to create a healthy, rabies-free, non-breeding street dog population in Kathmandu, Nepal. KAT’s goal is to reduce the stray dog population of the Kathmandu Valley and eliminate rabies through Animal Birth Control (ABC) and rabies vaccinations. KAT also operates Rescue & Treatment, Humane Education, and Pet Therapy Programs, and rescued dogs are available for adoption. The Centre depends on donations to treat the dogs of Kathmandu. To learn more, visit www.KATCentre.org.np. 
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