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Kathmandu Animal Treatment Centre celebrates its seventh anniversary
(KATHMANDU, NEPAL, 6 May, 2011) — The Kathmandu Animal Treatment Centre (KAT Centre), located in Chapali Gaon, Budanilkantha, is celebrating its seventh anniversary on 9th May, 2011. In the past, the Kathmandu City Municipality used to poison street dogs to reduce their numbers. Millions of rupees were invested in this attempt at population control. Not only did it fail to reduce the number of dogs in Kathmandu in the long term, it also polluted the environment as the dead bodies were thrown into the rivers. However, the KAT Centre is now putting an end to this practice. The Centre's goal is to reduce the population of street dogs in a humane way by spaying and neutering them. KAT also runs a Rescue & Treatment program for sick and distressed dogs, and a Public Education program for children and adults.
KAT started in 2004 with only three animal care staff, a program officer, one vet, one ambulance, an operating theatre, and 18 kennels. Now KAT has 13 staff, two ambulances to rescue the street dogs for its Animal Birth Control (ABC) and Rescue & Treatment programs, 34 kennels (eight of them newly built), and pleasant surroundings. None of this would be possible without support from donors, well-wishers and the general public.

In the last seven years, KAT has spayed, neutered and treated more than 12,000 street dogs and vaccinated over 22,000 dogs for rabies. A city-wide survey conducted a few months ago shows that Kathmandu's street dog population is decreasing and the dogs are healthier than in the past. Now KAT has become more well-known for humanely managing street dogs for the welfare of the community and is receiving more calls every day to rescue dogs in need. The KAT Centre plans to continue to grow, so it can rescue, treat and sterilize dogs throughout the Kathmandu Valley. 
All members of media are welcome to visit the Centre in Budanilkantha on Monday, 9th May, which is KAT's seventh anniversary. Staff and supporters will be available for interviews, and dogs and puppies can be photographed. Please contact KAT in advance to arrange an interview with the Centre's founder, artist Jan Salter.

The Kathmandu Animal Treatment Centre (KAT Centre) is a non-profit registered charitable organisation that is using humane methods to create a healthy, rabies-free, non-breeding street dog population in Kathmandu, Nepal. KAT’s goal is to reduce the stray dog population of the Kathmandu Valley and eliminate rabies through Animal Birth Control (ABC) and rabies vaccinations. KAT also operates Rescue & Treatment, Humane Education, and Pet Therapy Program, and rescued dogs are available for adoption. The Centre depends on donations to treat the dogs of Kathmandu. To learn more, visit www.KATCentre.org.np
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