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KAT Centre Will Vaccinate 500 Dogs in Bungamati for Rabies

Charity organization’s goal is to eliminate rabies from the area, which kills hundreds of people in Nepal every year
(KATHMANDU, NEPAL, 6 May, 2011) — The Kathmandu Animal Treatment Centre (KAT Centre), a non-profit charity dedicated to helping animals, will launch a mass anti-rabies vaccination program in Bungamati and nearly villages in the Kathmandu Valley. The campaign will begin on Monday, 15 August and KAT’s staff will spend four or five days to vaccinate 500 dogs. Rabies kills around 200 people in Nepal every year, most of them children. With its large dog population, Bungamati is at high risk of rabies outbreaks, and the KAT Centre is dedicated to preventing children in Bungamati from suffering from this fatal disease. In addition to the vaccinations, the organization will treat sick and injured dogs and educate adults and children about compassion for animals and proper care for dogs.
The KAT Centre works for the humane management of street dogs for community benefit. It spays female dogs so they will not have puppies, treats sick and distressed street dogs in need and vaccinates all the dogs that are treated by the centre. KAT has sterilized over 8,071 street dogs, rescued and treated over 3,945 dogs and vaccinated over 22,000 street dogs. KAT depends on support from donors, well- wishers and volunteers. The impact of its operation and its successes has now spread all over the country and KAT is also becoming known throughout the world. 
Although most of the KAT Centre’s programs focus on the area inside the ring road of the Kathmandu Valley, it also helps animals in other places. The anti-rabies vaccination program will be KAT’s third program in Bungamati since 2007. The campaigns are sponsored by Rangjung Yeshe Shenpen, a volunteer-based non-profit organization based in Boudhanath. They are co-ordinated by Tina Warren, a representative of Shenpen, and the KAT centre. 

Naresh Shakya, a resident of Bungmati, has been co-operating with the KAT team on these programs since they started. He said, “Being a responsible citizen from this village, I really feel proud to join in this project. There is no hospital nearby to treat rabies and this project helps to reduce the risk of rabies, which is caused by the bites of dogs on the streets in our community.”
The Kathmandu Animal Treatment Centre (KAT Centre) is a non-profit registered charitable organisation that is using humane methods to create a healthy, rabies-free, non-breeding street dog population in Kathmandu, Nepal. KAT’s goal is to reduce the stray dog population of the Kathmandu Valley and eliminate rabies through Animal Birth Control (ABC) and rabies vaccinations. KAT also operates Rescue & Treatment, Humane Education, and Pet Therapy Programmes, and rescued dogs are available for adoption. The Centre depends on donations to treat the dogs of Kathmandu. To learn more, visit www.KATCentre.org.np. 
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