KAT Centre Information for Technical Volunteers 
(Veterinarians, Vet Nurses/Assistants/Techs, & Vet Students)
Volunteer and become part of the KAT family!
 
Volunteers play an essential role in achieving our goal of making Kathmandu a city free of animal cruelty.  As a volunteer at KAT, you will have opportunities to learn different approaches to veterinary medicine and help treat illnesses and injuries that are uncommon in developed countries.  The longer you stay, the more you will learn and the more involved you will become.  Naturally, the KAT Centre’s vets and staff need to feel confident that animal welfare is not compromised, which is why we have the following requirements for technical volunteers.  
 
This information is for volunteers with a veterinary background who plan to be at the KAT Centre for at least one week. If you plan to come to KAT for less than a week, please contact us at KATinfo@KATCentre.org.np or +977-1-4373169 to discuss how you can contribute. 
Since KAT does not have a structured volunteer program, we encourage volunteers to take initiative to ask the staff how they can help. A proactive attitude will give you a more rewarding experience. 

Requirements:

• Please consult with KAT’s vets before giving any medication or treatments.
• We welcome your ideas and suggestions. KAT’s volunteers have great ideas for taking care of the animals and raising awareness. However, KAT’s vets and other staff make the final decisions about what happens at the Centre. For the KAT Centre to be productive and happy environment, we need volunteers to accept this. If you have any questions or issues, please talk to the volunteer coordinator and they will do whatever they can to find the best solution.
• All volunteers should be up to date with tetanus and rabies vaccinations. If you aren't able to get the vaccinations before you come to Nepal, you get them in Kathmandu.
Policy on Treatment, Surgery, and the Operating Theatre: 

The KAT Centre treats street dogs and cats for a wide range of illnesses and injuries. All volunteers (technical and non-technical) can perform non-surgical veterinary treatment if they get approval from KAT’s staff vets. Please consult with KAT’s vets before giving any medication or treatment. 

Technical volunteers (veterinarians, vet nurses/assistants/technicians, and vet students) can observe surgeries in the operating theatre after one week of full-time volunteering at KAT. They can assist with surgeries (including pre-op and post-op care) after one week of full-time volunteering if they get approval from KAT’s staff vets. 

Veterinarians can perform surgery at KAT if they (1) will volunteer full-time at KAT for more than two weeks, (2) get approval from KAT’s staff vets, and (3) register with the Nepal Veterinary Council. Registering is a legal requirement. It costs US$150, typically takes a couple days, and KAT’s vets will be happy to help with the process. We will do our best to ensure you are registered, but there is a possibility that the government will not give approval. Please bring copies of evidence of your qualifications with you to Nepal. KAT performs flank spay surgeries; volunteers without any experience with these surgeries may not perform them. 

Vet nurses/assistants/technicians and vet students are not legally allowed to perform surgeries in Nepal. 
Non-technical volunteers (who do not have any veterinary training) can help with medical treatment after one week of full-time volunteering at KAT. They can observe surgeries in the operating theatre after one month of full-time volunteering. 

Orientation for all technical volunteers:

• Day 1: Be introduced to the KAT Centre and KAT’s staff, learn about the roles you can fill at KAT, understand what KAT does, and read through some provided Powerpoint presentations on procedures at KAT.

• Days 2 and 3: Assist KAT’s animal care staff and volunteers with duties such as treating sick and injured animals, giving patient exams, and de-ticking, grooming, and bathing animals. 
Learning opportunities:

During your time at KAT, you will have opportunities to learn about the following:

• Differences in treatment and management between Nepal and other countries. 

• Common types of skin diseases (eg mange – sarcoptic and demodectic).
• Wound management and associated treatment.
• Differences between flank and mid line spays and the reasons and benefits of each.
• Locally significant infectious diseases, and their causes and signs.
• General operational activities of an NGO working in Nepal.
Optional duties:

• Join the dog-catching team to observe KAT staff and their technique

• Attend any external rescue calls and where applicable, assist with their treatment.

Thank you for your interest in helping the KAT Centre's efforts to improve the welfare of the street dogs of Nepal. We look forward to working with you!
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